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From the  

Executive Director 

 

Welcome to the 2025 Open and Affirming National Gathering! 

Our theme this year—“Sacred, Seen, and Called: Living Our Truth, 

Embracing Our Light”—couldn’t come at a more urgent time. Across 

the country, LGBTQ+ people are under attack. Politicians are using 

queer and trans lives as scapegoats. Books are being banned, 

healthcare is being denied, history is being erased, and Christian na-

tionalism is rising with bold and dangerous confidence. And yet—we 

are still here. 

We’ve come together in Kansas City  

not just to resist, but to be renewed. 

This National Gathering is a space for learning, for laughing, for hug-

ging old friends and making new ones. It’s a place for deep theologi-

cal reflection, bold organizing, artistic expression, and unapologetic 

queer joy. My prayer is that during these two days you feel seen, 

heard, affirmed, and energized for the work ahead. 

Because when we leave here,  

the work isn’t over—it’s just beginning. 

This year, we’re launching a new call to action through the Coali-

tion: A.C.T Out ONA. It’s not enough to be Open and Affirming in 

name. The world needs us to be Open and Affirming in action. We 



5 

 

must Advocate, Connect, and Transform. It’s time for ONA churches 

and clergy to show up in the streets, in the halls of power, and in 

our communities with courage, clarity, and compassion. 

Let us not stay silent. Let us come out—again. 

Progressive clergy, the time has come to step boldly into the streets, 

the public square, and the struggle. We cannot allow homophobia, 

transphobia, and white Christian nationalism to be the only narra-

tive associated with faith. Let us come out of our pulpits, out of our 

buildings, and into the world as unapologetic witnesses to God’s in-

clusive love and radical justice. 

The movement is calling OUT 

and we are the ones we’ve been waiting for. 

So while you’re here: enjoy yourself. Rest. Laugh. Worship. Be fabu-

lous. Take notes. Ask questions. Let yourself be moved and 

stretched and challenged. 

And let’s keep the conversation going—follow me on social media 

(@RevDerekTerry on Facebook, Instagram, BlueSky, and YouTube). 

Let me know how you and your church are putting your faith into 

action. Let me know how the Coalition can support your ministry. 

Let’s build together. 

Thank you for being here. Thank you for being part of this  

sacred, bold, unstoppable movement for love and liberation. 

Let’s ACT OUT, y’all. 

With gratitude and pride, 

Rev. Derek Terry Acting Executive Director 
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For Questions/Concerns, contact: 

Rev. Mike Schuenemeyer 
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8 

 

Marriott  

Floor Plan 



9 

 

Community Standards 

COMMUNITY STANDARDS 

Welcome to the Open and Affirming (ONA) National Gathering 2025! 

We are thrilled to welcome you to Kansas City for the 2025 ONA National 
Gathering! This extraordinary conference invites all who gather to come 
in the spirit of radical welcome and extravagant hospitality—grounded in 
love, curiosity, and mutual respect for one another and for our LGBTQ+ 
family.  

This Gathering brings together people from a spectrum of diverse 
theological lenses, political outlooks,  and strategic commitments. Our 
ability to hold complexity and embrace differing perspectives—even in 
disagreement—is one of our greatest tools for movement building. 

The ONA Coalition is proud to host this vibrant family committed to 
creating a more courageous, loving, and inclusive movement toward a 
just world for all. As we learn, connect, resist, and persist, we celebrate 
you—our beautiful, diverse ONA family. 

 

You and Your Badge 

We’re so glad you’re part of our ONA National Gathering 2025 family! 

To help create a safe, welcoming, and connected space, we ask all 
attendees to visibly wear your name badge during plenary sessions, 
workshops, caucuses, and evening events. Your badge is your “ticket” into 
our shared spaces—and wearing it makes it easier for folks to greet you 
by name and build community together. 
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Wearing your badge is a simple act of hospitality and safety. It signals that 
you're part of this beautiful community we’re building together. 

Forgot your badge?  
No worries—just swing by Registration to retrieve it, or, if needed, a 
replacement badge can be reissued. 

 

Practicing Radical Welcome and  
Extravagant Hospitality 

Radical Welcome and Extravagant Hospitality is a core value of the Open 
and Affirming Coalition of the United Church of Christ. At this Gathering, 
we strive to ensure that every participant feels celebrated, respected, and 
at home—wherever you are on life’s journey. 

We hope you’ll dive in: learn boldly, meet fabulous new people from 
across the UCC, and foster connections that strengthen a more inclusive 
church and beloved community. 

Whether you’re an ONA Gathering veteran or a first-time attendee, this 
space is better because of you. Share your name and pronouns, be 
curious about others, and embrace the joyful invitation to show up fully. 
Be radical by being you. 

 

Embodying Hospitality in Action 

Access 
Be mindful of physical space and pathways—make room for wheelchairs 
and mobility devices. Let’s slow down and support language justice by 
pacing our speech and honoring multilingual needs. 

Power & Privilege 
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Reflect on how much space you take up—with your words, your presence, 
or your assumptions. Consider how to create room for others, especially 
those whose voices have been historically marginalized. 

Consent 
Many attendees find deep social, spiritual, and sometimes romantic 
connection at ONA National Gathering—we flirt, we dance, we celebrate! 
Remember that consent is sacred. Always ask. Always respect the answer. 

Wellness 
Let’s make change—not a cold. Wash your hands, cover your mouth, and 
honor personal boundaries around food and touch. 

 

Welcoming Transgender, Gender Nonconforming, and Non-Binary 
Community Members! 

Embodying radical welcome, means we honor people of all gender 
identities and expressions. Please remember that a person’s purposeful 
gender expression or external appearance may not match their internal 
gender identity. Here’s some guidance… 

 

About pronouns: 

• At ONA National Gathering, we don’t make assumptions about 
anyone’s gender identity based on the way they look, sound or behave. 

• Ask “What pronouns do you use?” 

• When in doubt, use a person’s name or gender-neutral pronouns. 

• Please call people what they ask you to call them and use the pronouns 
that people ask you to use. 
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• Remind yourself that some people may be expressing gender 
differently than the last time you encountered them. 

When you make a mistake about someone’s pronoun, make the 
correction and move on. 

 

 

About Gender-Inclusive Restrooms 

At ONA National Gathering, we are committed to creating a safe and 
affirming environment for all attendees. One of the ways we support our 
transgender, gender nonconforming, genderqueer, and non-binary 
siblings is by designating some restrooms as Gender-Inclusive. 

Why this matters: Trans and gender-diverse people have often faced 
policing, hostility, or discomfort in restrooms. Across the country, public 
accommodations like hotel bathrooms are still the subject of harmful 
political debate. Our use of Gender-Inclusive restrooms affirms 
everyone’s right to use the facilities without scrutiny or shame. 

Core principle: Regardless of which restroom someone chooses, we ask 
that you let everyone pee in peace. Every individual has the autonomy to 
choose the restroom that best fits their needs. 

 

Trianon Level: All restrooms on the Trianon Level (where workshops take 
place) are designated Gender-Inclusive. 

 

Colonial Ballroom Area: Due to shared use of restrooms with other 
Marriott programs near the Colonial Ballroom (our plenary space), those 
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restrooms will remain gender specific. 

Thank you for being part of a community where dignity, respect, and 
inclusion are more than just values—they are lived practices. 

 

Showing up: 

Respect people’s privacy and boundaries and do not ask questions that 
you wouldn’t ask of anyone else. 
It takes all of us to co-create a space with intention, joy, and deep 
welcome. 

 

We’re so glad you’re here. Let’s do this together! 

 

Open and Affirming Coalition of the United Church of Christ Values 

All participants at ONA National Gathering are expected to uphold the 
values of the Open and Affirming Coalition of the United Church of 
Christ.  These are some of our values: 

• Justice and Liberation 

• Diversity and Inclusion 

• Intersectionality 

• Radical Welcome 

We also oppose: 

Ableism, Ageism, Anti-Semitism 

Classism, Heterosexism, Homophobia 

Bi-phobia, Transphobia, Islamophobia 
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Racism, Sexism, and misogyny 

Hatred or prejudice of any kind,  
including hate speech 

 
Creating a Positive Environment 

The ONA Coalition is committed to fostering a positive, affirming space for 
LGBTQ individuals and our allies at the ONA National Gathering. We want 
every participant to experience meaningful learning, make fabulous new 
connections from across the country, and feel inspired by the spirit of 
community and movement building. 

To support this vision, we ask everyone to uphold guiding principles 
essential to maintaining a respectful and welcoming environment. 

Two core values shape the ONA National Gathering: human dignity and 
solidarity. Acts of harassment, violence, bullying, and bigotry violate these 
values and cause real harm—instilling fear, unease, and exclusion. Even 
when unintentional, our words and actions can impact others. Together, 
we are responsible for fostering a culture of care, compassion, and 
accountability. 

 

Sexual Harassment 

Sexual harassment is a form of discrimination, intimidation, and potential 
violence. It includes, but is not limited to: 

Unwanted flirtation or sexual advances 

Offensive or degrading visual materials (e.g., graffiti, pictures) 

Non-consensual touching (e.g., groping, hugging, grabbing, petting, 
biting) 
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Unwelcome propositions, pressure, or demands for sexual acts 

Graphic comments about someone’s body or attire 

Verbal abuse, including sexual insults and name-calling 

Offering rewards in exchange for sexual favors or threatening 
retaliation when they are denied 

Sexual assault, rape, and other forms of sexual violence 

 

Some attendees may engage in romantic or sexual connections while at 
the conference. If so, remember: consent is essential. All parties must 
clearly express and agree to their expectations, and safety is a shared 
responsibility. 

 

Our Health at ONA National Gathering 

COVID-19 

The ONA Coalition recognizes that COVID-19 remains an ongoing public 
health concern, and we are committed to complying with all local and 
federal regulations. We are also mindful of the disproportionate impact of 
COVID-19 on those who are immunocompromised, managing pre-existing 
conditions, and/or caring for loved ones at home. 

When experiencing possible COVID-19 symptoms during our time 
together at ONA National Gathering 2025 in Kansas City, the ONA 
Coalition strongly encourages participants to test/self-isolate and refrain 
from being in public areas. The wearing of a mask, particularly in public 
areas, is always appropriate at anytime. Any additional public health 
policies (including mask and/or vaccine requirements) will be adopted 
and enforced at the ONA Coalition’s discretion.  
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By registering to attend, you agree and understand that the Open and 
Affirming Coalition of the United Church of Christ is released and held 
harmless from all liability related to COVID-19 and other health-related 
conditions arising from participation in ONA National Gathering 2025 in 
Kansas City. 

Each of us is empowered to help make ONA National Gathering a safer, 
healthier, and more accessible conference for all. Thank you for joining 
us in this commitment. 

 

For Questions/Concerns, contact: 

Rev. Mike Schuenemeyer 

ONA Gathering Coordinator 

Email: mike@expansivedignity.com 

Mobile: 216-570-7767 

Community Standards Violations 

Anyone who violates these community standards may be asked to leave 

the ONA National Gathering 2025 and may not be allowed to participate 

in future Gatherings or ONA Coalition events. 

https://www.thetaskforce.org/creating-change/policies/#welcome 

Acknowledgements:  

The ONA Coalition acknowledges with gratitude that much of the 

information in this section has been adapted from the information 

provided in the 2025 Creating Change program of the National LGBTQ+ 

Task Force.  

https://www.thetaskforce.org/creating-change/policies/#welcome 

https://www.thetaskforce.org/creating-change/policies/#welcome
https://www.thetaskforce.org/creating-change/policies/#welcome
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ONA Gathering Schedule 

July 9-10, 2025, Marriott Kansas City Downtown 

 

Wednesday July 9 

10:00 AM — 6:45 PM   Registration/Check-in, Colonial Ballroom Lobby 

12:00 PM Lunch with Plenary 1, 

 Colonial Ballroom 

 Welcome and Greetings 

 Community Building with Rev. Rhina Ramos 

 Keynote: Rev. Dr. Darrell Goodwin 

1:30 PM Networking Break,  Colonial Ballroom Lobby 

2:00 PM Plenary 2— Lived Experience Panel,  Colonial Ballroom 

   Moderator: Rev. Edwin Perez 

 Panelists: 

  Rev. R Ward 

  Rev. Dr. Lawrence Tanner Richardson 

  Rev. Dr. ivy tillman 

3:15 PM Networking Break,  Colonial Ballroom Lobby 

3:45 PM Workshops 1 Colonial Ballroom and Trianon: A-D 

See workshop descriptions for details. 

5:00 PM Dinner with Plenary 3 Colonial Ballroom 
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 State of the Movement: Rev. Derek Terry 

 Townhall Conversation 

6:30 PM Networking Break Colonial Ballroom Lobby 

7:00 PM ONA Gathering Worship Colonial Ballroom 

 Rev. Dr. Karen Georgia Thompson, Preacher 

 Calvin Arsenia, Special Guest Artist 

 Featuring KinShift Music led by Rev. Monty Jackson 

8:30 PM Welcome-Networking Reception  Colonial Ballroom 

  Lobby 

  

Honoring Ann Randall 

long-time ONA Coalition Financial Administrator 
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ONA Gathering Schedule 

July 9-10, 2025, Marriott Kansas City Downtown 

Thursday, July 10  

7:15 AM Breakfast Colonial Ballroom 

8:45 AM Break/Transition Lobby – Colonial Ballroom 

9:00 AM Bible Study Colonial Ballroom 

 Rev. Dr. Justin Sabia-Tanis 

9:45 AM Morning Prayer Colonial Ballroom 

 Jamar Doyle and KinShift Music 

10:15 AM Break/TransitionColonial 

Ballroom Lobby 

10:30 AM Workshops Session 2Colonial 

Ballroom and Trianon: A-D 

See workshop descriptions for details. 

11:45 AM Break/TransitionColonial 

Ballroom Lobby 

12:00 PM Lunch with Plenary 4 — WorkshopColonial 

Ballroom 

Trans-Nonbinary Experience and Justice 

   Rev. Elder Camarion Anderson, Moderator 
   Rev. Dr. Malcolm Himschoot 
   Rev. Yunus L. Coldman  
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1:30 PM  Break/Transition

 Colonial Ballroom Lobby 

1:45 PM Plenary 5 — Working for a Just Peace for All 

   Colonial Ballroom 

 UCC Washington DC Office 

 Public Witness Orientation 

3:00 PM Break/Transition Colonial Ballroom Lobby 

3:15 PM  Afternoon Prayer  Colonial Ballroom 

 Rev. Edwin Perez and KinShift Music 

3:45 PM Transition to Public Witness Venue   

  Details to be announced 

4:30 PM  Public Witness Event Details to be announced 
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ONA 101: The ONA Process Trianon A 

Barb Biedenstein 

The public declaration of welcome by an Open & Affirming church sends 
a clear message to LGBTQIA persons and their families that they have a 
safe home in that congregation. Achieving the ONA status takes an inten-
tional process that requires time and planning and needs to ensure that 
all voices in the church are heard. This process utilizes materials created 
by the ecumenical group “Building an Inclusive Church.” This workshop 
will outline the steps of the recommended ONA process and resources 
that are readily available. 
 
 
Intentional Conversations Trianon B 

Rev. Dr. Phiwa Langeni 

Creating an intentionally welcoming faith community is a transformative 
process that requires thoughtful engagement, deep listening, and inten-
tional storytelling. This workshop explores how faith communities can 
foster meaningful conversations that lead to lasting cultural shifts within 
congregations. Participants will explore how to create educational op-
portunities that meet people where they are and align with the commu-
nity’s vision for hospitality, welcome, affirmation, and justice.  

 
 
 
 
 

WORKSHOPS 

Workshops Session 1 – Wed, July 9, 3:45-5:00 PM 
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WORKSHOPS 

Workshops Session 1 – Wed, July 9, 3:45-5:00 PM 

"Do no Harm" Colonial Ballroom 
Transgender Inclusion in Faith  Spaces  

Rev. (Elder) Carmarion D. Anderson-Harvey 

Join us for an enlightening workshop titled "Do No Harm: Transgender 
Inclusion in Faith Spaces." This session will explore the importance of 
creating inclusive and affirming faith communities for transgender indi-
viduals. We will discuss the challenges and opportunities in fostering ac-
ceptance and support within faith settings and share best practices for 
building safer, braver spaces. Together, we will learn how to create envi-
ronments where the transgender community is fully embraced, celebrat-
ed in their wholeness, and empowered to live out their faith and divine 
purpose. 

 

 

Supporting Families  Trianon C 

Kentavis Goodwin-Brice and Jennifer Martin  

This workshop explores a diversity of families, focusing on how churches 
can nurture and support the many and unique types of families. It will in-
clude a panel with parents (straight & LGBTQ+). 
 
 
Reparations and Policies that support all of us – Rev. Dr. Rebecca 
Voelkel Trianon D 

Born out of the bold vision of Lyndale United Church of Christ, the Cen-
ter for Sustainable Justice has been weaving threads of racial, pro-
LGBTQIA+, food, and environmental justice into a multifaith tapestry of 
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WORKSHOPS 

Workshops Session 1 – Wed, July 9, 3:45-5:00 PM 

action since 2015. This workshop invites participants into the Center’s in-
tersectional approach—where long-haul relationship-building, coalition 
work, and spiritual imagination converge to disrupt the silos of tradition-
al religious justice efforts. Using real-world examples like Table to Action, 
this session will explore how faith-rooted communities across the Mid-
west are reimagining justice beyond single-issue frameworks. Partici-
pants will reflect on the challenges of siloed activism, share visions for an 
interconnected movement, and leave with practical tools to build coali-
tions grounded in mutual care, prophetic courage, and sustainable hope. 
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ONA 201- Next Steps  Trianon A 

Jill Baker 

We've voted, now what do we do? Come learn practical evangelism tips 
and steps to take after becoming Open and Affirming. This workshop will 
touch on how you can be hosts, helpers and advocates. 
 
 
Ethical Non-Monogamy and the Trianon B 
Church:  From Stigma to Resources   
Jennifer Martin and Rev. Amy Johnson 

This interactive workshop will address the need for more discussion 
about and resources regarding ethical non-monogamy in the United 
Church of Christ. In addition to practical considerations, we will also fo-
cus on the development of new resources aimed at dismantling stigma 
around ethical non-monogamy in church settings. 
 
 
Transvisility Toolkit Trianon C 

Rev. Yadi Martinez Reyna and Rev. Rhina Ramos 

The Transvisibility Toolkit is designed as a starting point for conversation 
in faith communities and families. Come, listen with your hearts and re-
member that God’s divinity resides in every one of us. Explore how com-
passion, welcome, and affirmation can be healing and transformative for 
anyone in their gender identity and expression.  
 

WORKSHOPS 

Workshops Session 2 - Thursday, July 10, 10:30-11:45 AM 
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ONA in Rural Contexts Trianon D 

Rev. Dr. Roberto Ochoa 

What are some of the dynamics of rural ministry? How have you wit-
nessed rural settings living into ONA values, and where do you see op-
portunities for engaging the ONA process? A case study presentation and 
discussion presented by Rev Roberto Ochoa, Conference Minister for the 
Iowa Nebraska South Dakota Conferences of the UCC 
 
 
Join the MovementColonial Ballroom 

Sharon Fennema  and Rev. Dr. Velda Lova 

The Christian church began as a movement towards a just world through 
the teachings of Jesus. As followers of Jesus, we believe it is our mandate 
to work for and seek justice, love, and compassion, as we join with and 
become our own Spirit-led movements toward racial justice. The UCC’s 
Join the Movement toward Racial Justice initiative is an invitation to 
demonstrate God’s love and to partner with others who are working for 
the transformation of racism in our world so that we might foster flour-
ishing lives for all. Every setting of the UCC, from local churches to global 
partners, has a role to play in expanding our practices of antiracism and 
strengthening our capacities as partners and participants in the burgeon-
ing racial justice movements of our time. Come learn and explore how 
you can Join the Movement. 
 

WORKSHOPS 

Workshops Session 2 - Thursday, July 10, 10:30-11:45 AM 
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WORSHIP 

Wednesday, July 9 

Order of Service 

Praise Songs  KinShift Music 

   Whatever it Takes by Monty Jackson 

       New Thing by Monty Jackson 

 

Land Acknowledgement and the 4 Winds  

    Rev. Yunus L. Coldman 

Prelude Special Guest Artist, Calvin Arsenia 

 

Call to Worship  Rev. Kevin Tindell 

Leader: Come, you who are weary and wounded, you who are 

radiant and rising— 

People: We come as we are, beloved and becoming. 

Leader: Come, you who have been told you’re too much or not 

enough— 

People: We come with our stories, our scars, and our strength. 

Leader: Come, for you are sacred. You are seen. You are called. 

All: We come to worship the One who made us in love and calls 

us to live in joy. 
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Welcome and Greetings    

Rev. Derek Terry, Acting Executive Director, Open and Affirming 

Coalition UCC 

Rev. Mary Nelson, Conference Minister, Missouri Mid-South Con-

ference UCC 

Rev. Lorraine Ceniceros, Conference Minister, Kansas Oklahoma 

Conference UCC 

 

Opening Hymn   For all the Children KinShift Music  

   by David Lohman 

Invitation to Offering  Rev. Craig Hoffman, Treasurer 

    ONA Coalition 

Beloved, today we are invited to give—not just out of obligation, 

but out of hope.  

This offering is not for the Coalition. It’s for BlaqOut—a bold, 

Black-led organization in Kansas City providing life-saving HIV pre-

vention, free STI testing, PrEP access, and safe spaces for Black 

queer and trans people. Their mission is urgent: “Our lives. Our 

health. Our way.” 

By giving today, you are fueling justice-centered healthcare. 

 You are affirming that Black queer lives matter. 

 You are saying:  

  we see you, we believe in you, and you are sacred. 
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Our theme reminds us: we are sacred, seen, and called. 

Let us respond to that call by giving generously—investing in lib-

eration, in healing, and in the kind of world we all deserve. 

Give with joy. Give with purpose. Give because you believe in a 

church—and a community—where no one is left behind. 

 
Offertory   Calvin Arsenia 
 
Doxology by Monty Jackson KinShift Music 
 
Scripture Philippians 2:12-18 Aaron Lauer 
 
Sermonic Selection Take Me Higher KinShift Music 
    by Monty Jackson 
 
Message—Living Our Truth Rev. Dr. Karen Georgia Thompson 
 
 
Music Meditation  Calvin Arsenia 
 
 
Holy Communion Service   Rev. Derek Terry and  
   Rev. Dr. Karen Georgia Thompson 
 Invitation to the Table  

 Prayer of Remembrance and Thanksgiving  

 Words of Institution  

 Sharing the Elements 
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Communion Songs Table of Love  KinShift Band 

   by Monty Jackson 

 Together  

   by Monty Jackson 

 

Light Ceremony  Reading Rev. John Gage 

In a time when Black and Brown lives are still criminalized, when 

Indigenous land is stolen and communities neglected, when im-

migrants are dehumanized and poor people are pushed aside—

we gather in defiant hope. In a time when trans people are tar-

geted by legislation, when drag artists are slandered, when queer 

youth are silenced, and when LGBTQ+ people and their families 

are under attack—we gather in radiant resistance. The world is 

trying to dim us—through bans, through bullets, through pulpits 

that preach shame—but we are still here. And we still shine. Each 

of us holds a light: shaped by survival, ignited by truth, and 

fueled by generations who refused to disappear. This light is not 

just personal—it is political. It is sacred. And it is powerful. As you 

pass your light to the person beside you, remember: we don’t 

shine alone.  This is what liberation looks like: hand to hand, light 

to light, no one left behind. They can come for our rights, our his-

tory, our healthcare—but they cannot extinguish our light. Not 

when we carry it together. So tonight, let this ceremony remind 

you: you are sacred. You are seen. You are called. And when we 

shine—unapologetically, collectively, intersectionally—the dark-

ness doesn’t stand a chance. 
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Song   Love is Greater Than Fear

 KinShift Music 

   by Monty Jackson 

 

Benediction  Rev. Dr. Karen Georgia Thompson 

 

Postlude   Calvin Arsenia  

+  +  + 

Service Notes: 

• Call to Worship: https://openandaffirming.org/2025-ona-

sunday-worship-resources/ 

• For All the Children by David Lohman, used with permission, 

David Lohman Music. 

 

On behalf of the Open and Affirming Coalition community, we ex-

press our deep and heartfelt gratitude to all those who participat-

ed in or contributed to this worship service. 
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PRESENTERS 

Karen Georgia Thompson Monty Jackson 

Darrell Goodwin Calvin Arsenia 

Derek Terry Kevin Tindell 
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Carmarion D.  

Anderson Harvey Jill Baker Barbara Biedenstein  Yunus Coldman 

Jamar Doyle Sharon Fennema 

Kentavis  

Goodwin-Brice Malcolm Himschoot 

Amy Johnson Phiwa Langeni Velda Love Jennifer C. Martin 

Yadi Martinez-Reyna Roberto Ochoa Edwin Perez Rhina Ramos 
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Lawrence  

T. Richardson Justin Sabia-Tanis ivy d tillman Rebecca Voelkel 

            R Ward                                                     KinShift Music Band 

https://www.ucc.org/loveislouder/ 

https://www.ucc.org/loveislouder/
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PRESENTER BIOS 

Rev. Dr. Karen Georgia Thompson 
General Minister and President – United Church of Christ 
Preacher – Opening Worship 
 
The Rev. Dr. Karen Georgia A. Thompson is the General Minister and 
President and the Chief Executive Officer of the United Church of Christ. 
Rev. Thompson is the first woman and first woman of African descent to 
serve as leader of the denomination. She is a writer, poet and theologian 
who has contributed to numerous publications. Her book of poetry 
Drums in Our Veins was published in 2022. 
 
Prior to this call, Rev. Thompson served in the national setting of the 
United Church of Christ for 14 years – two years as Minister for Racial 
Justice, eight years as Minister for Ecumenical and Interfaith Relations, 
and four years as the Associate General Minister for Wider Church Minis-
tries and Co-Executive for Global Ministries. She was elected as Associate 
General Minister in 2019. As General Minister and President of the UCC, 
Rev. Thompson is the head of communion and the spiritual leader of the 
church, as well as the executive leader of the church. 
 
Her passion for justice and equity moved her work on behalf of the UCC 
into a global context when she served as Minister for Racial Justice. This 
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passion for justice was a catalyst for her global advocacy to reduce the 
marginalization experienced by African descendant peoples and other 
communities globally. She continues to participate globally bringing her 
leadership to addressing a variety of issues including global racial justice, 
gender justice, and human rights. 
 
Before joining the national staff in 2009, Rev. Thompson served in the 
Florida Conference United Church of Christ as a Pastor and on the Con-
ference staff as the Minister for Disaster Response and Recovery. She al-
so worked in the nonprofit arena for over 10 years in leaderships posi-
tions. 
 
Rev. Thompson earned a Bachelor of Arts from Brooklyn College in New 
York, a Master of Public Administration from North Carolina Central Uni-
versity in Durham, NC, and a Master of Divinity from Union Theological 
Seminary in New York. She also studied Public Policy at Duke University 
and earned her Doctor of Ministry at Seattle University. She was awarded 
an honorary doctorate from Heidelberg University in 2023.  
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KinShift Music Production Ministries 
Opening Worship, Morning and Afternoon Prayer 

Rev. Monty Jackson - Lead 
Monty Jackson is the Chief Mission Officer for KinShift Ministries and a 
well-established musician, composer and producer in his own right, gain-
ing worldwide acclaim for his work as a solo artist, record producer and 
arranger.  
 
Throughout the years, he has worked with many artists, including Gram-
my and Dove Award winner CeCe Winans, Grammy Award winner Daniel 
Winans, Dove & Stellar Award winner Beau Williams, and Motown’s 
1980’s sensations the DeBarge Family. He has performed with a variety 
of contemporary artists such as Whiteheart, Clifton Davis, Steven Curtis 
Chapman, and David Meece, as well as gospel music great Andrae 
Crouch and R&B sensation Brian McKnight, and his songs have been at 
the top of the Billboard charts. 
 
Although his international acclaim as an artist has allowed him to per-
form throughout the world, he still regards his experience of singing an 
American Spiritual on the Sea of Galilee to be one of the greatest. The ul-
timate highlight of his life belongs to his wife, Patti, with whom he shares 
his passion for music and ministry, and who also leads us in song tonight, 
and their two children, Christian and Cetera. 
 
After a lifelong career in music, he earned his Master of Divinity from 
Eden Theological Seminary and now pastors Kindred UCC in St. Louis, ac-
tively and faithfully equipping others to share in music ministry.  As the 
founder and director of KinShift Music Ministry, he has written and com-



37 

 

posed much of the music we will hear today and throughout our worship 
at the General Synod over the next week.  
 
KinShift Music is so grateful to share a taste of their worship with us here 
at ONA as they continue the work of creating expressions of praise and 
inclusivity for the Kindom. Many of these singers and musicians are truly 
multitalented, offering their gifts in both voice and instrumentation. May 
the talents featured here be both blessed and a blessing in our worship 
together. Let us open our hearts and spirits as they lead us in worship 
through music. 
 

KinShift Music Musicians: 

Vocals: Patti Jackson, Julie Sutfin, Rev. Harold Aldridge 

Guitar/Vocals: Dwayne Halbert 

Bass: Eric “Snoopy” Tyler, a gospel jazz hall of famer 

Drums: Kayla Harris 

Keys: Brock Walker 

Sax: Tanner Caldwell  
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Rev. Darrell Lee Goodwin 
Keynote Speaker – Still Here. Still Sacred. Still Rising. 

Rev. Darrell L. Goodwin is the President and CEO of the Southern New 
England Conference of the United Church of Christ, making history as the 
first Black gay man to lead a regional body in the UCC as an Executive 
Conference Minister. With over two decades of pastoral, academic, and 
nonprofit leadership, he is a passionate advocate for radical inclusion, 
spiritual formation, and justice. Rev. Goodwin is a sought-after speaker 
and facilitator who brings deep wisdom, humor, and prophetic clarity to 
every space he enters. He is also a doctoral candidate at San Francisco 
Theological Seminary. 

 
 
 
Calvin Arsenia 
Worship: Special Guest Artist – singer/harpist 
“Jeff Buckley meets Nina Simone with this soul of Sam Cooke, and the 
sparkle of Bjork.” - Peregrine Honig, Artist 
 
Singer, harpist, and author Calvin Arsenia has built a reputation for turn-
ing the arts world on its head. Voted Kansas City's Best Musician 2018 - 
2023 (The Pitch), and featured on Billboard.com, NPR.org, 
NEWNOWNEXT, Pride.com, and GRAMMY.com, Arsenia’s angelic stylings 
on voice and harp create rare harmonies and arrangements that look 
past the boundaries of his traditional gospel and classical upbringing. 
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Known for his elaborate and ceremonious sensory concert experiences 
that merge jazz and electronic influences, “Calvin has consistently deliver
(ed) genre-bending (and gender-bending) shows that tackle sexuality, re-
ligion, and race in a stunningly unorthodox manner - somewhere be-
tween sacred and sacrilege." - Fally Afani.  
 
The music is just one part of his prodigious performances, for Calvin be-
lieves the art is in crafting the perfect moment. His music is best served 
live, with sensational performances and high fashion from the visually 
striking performer who stands at 6’6”.  
 
Alongside his best friend and co-host New York-based comedian Justin 
Randall, Arsenia explores the ups and downs of being a queer person 
raised in the Evangelical Church in the 2020-2021 podcast We Were 
Christian Kids.  
 
In 2021, Arsenia released a book of poems and stories called Every Good 
Boy Does Fine; Both a journey of individual healing and a call for action, 
these poems show that, with a little love and acceptance, anyone can 
flourish.  
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Rev. (Elder) Carmarion D.  Anderson-Harvey 
Workshop – Do No Harm: Transgender Inclusion in Faith Spaces 
Plenary Moderator – Trans and Nonbinary Experience 

Rev. (Elder) Carmarion D. Anderson-Harvey is a trailblazing  As the first 
transgender person of color to serve as Alabama State Director for the 
Human Rights Campaign, she has shaped policy at all levels and 
advanced health equity for underserved communities. Her work, 
nationally recognized and rooted in public health and education, uplifts 
transgender rights through platforms like documentaries, publications, 
and community forums. Ordained by The Fellowship of Affirming 
Ministries, she is a COM Privilege-of-Call candidate with the UCC. A 
proud mother and grandmother, she embodies transformative, love-
driven leadership. 

Dr. Jill Baker 
Workshop – ONA ordained minister, public educator, and fierce advocate 
for justice and inclusion.201- Next Steps 

Dr. Jill Baker often speaks on how congregations can fully include the 
Queer community in the life of the church, and has been a trainer for the 
Building an Inclusive Church curriculum. She is an affiliate faculty 
member and Director of Academic and Vocational Discernment at Eden 
Theological Seminary. 

Rev. Barbara Biedenstein 
Workshop: ONA 101: The ONA Process 

Barbara Biedenstein is a long-standing member of and serves as the 
secretary of Gateway ONA, the coalition of UCC churches in the St. Louis 
area.  She has attended and studied the Building an Inclusive Church 
training and serves as the ONA coach for UCC  & Christian Church 
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(Disciples of Christ) churches in the St. Louis and eastern Missouri areas. 

Pastor Yunus Coldman 
Plenary – Trans and Nonbinary Experience 

Reverend Yunus Coldman, an ordained Interfaith Minister and holder of 
a Master’s in Interfaith Theology, brings divine love and guidance to 
those seeking spiritual support. After his 2013 transition, he emerged as 
a visible leader for transgender inclusion, serving as Co-Facilitator of 
TransSaints, Associate Pastor at Rivers of Living Water NY UCC, and an 
Honorary Board Member of Harlem Pride. His advocacy spans chaplaincy 
at Rikers Island, service on national LGBTQ+ faith initiatives, and speaking 
on intersections of faith, race, and gender. A Reiki Master and CEO of 
Soulful Touch Services, he is honored for his transformative ministry and 
compassionate leadership. 

Mr. Jamar Doyle 
Morning Prayer 

Jamar Doyle has served as President and CEO of the Council for Health 
and Human Service Ministries of the United Church of Christ since March 
2022, leading a network of 400+ agencies serving over 2.8 million people 
and providing more than $1 billion in annual charitable care. With over 
16 years in community development on Cleveland’s east side, he focused 
on equitable economic growth and engagement. A Marshall Memorial 
and Coro Fellow, Jamar champions ethical, inclusive leadership. He 
serves on the UCC, Cornerstone Fund, and National Benevolence 
Association Boards and holds degrees from Cleveland State and the 
University of Pittsburgh. 
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Dr. Sharon Fennema 
Workshop – Nobody’s Free until Everybody’s Free: Going Deeper with our 
Movement Stories and Getting Real about Intersections, Coalitions, and 
Solidarities toward Collective Liberation 

Dr. Sharon Fennema is a facilitator, ritualist, activist, teacher, and scholar 
whose work lives at the intersections of critical race, decolonizing and 
gender theories and embodied spiritual practices, from worship to 
protest. She serves as the curator for the UCC’s Join the Movement 
toward Racial Justice initiative and campaign.  

Kentavis Goodwin-Brice 
Workshop: Supporting Families and Children 

Kentavis Goodwin-Brice, M.S. (he/him)  is an experienced social services 
professional with over fourteen years of public service experience in the 
areas of child welfare/social work, sociology teaching/learning, and Civil 
Rights advocacy in employment law and Fair Housing discrimination 
cases. Kentavis enjoys studying race/race relations, social class, gender, 
and organizational leadership by bridging the gap of traditional social 
work/sociology and encouraging service in action, to the people. 
Kentavis is employed full-time by the State of Connecticut Department of 
Children and Families (CT DCF) and works in the Health Management and 
Oversight Division, where he serves as the Statewide Multi-Disciplinary 
Evaluation (MDE) Contract Manager and Program Coordinator, 
overseeing the MDE program and contractual compliance of seven 
healthcare clinics with thirteen clinic sites across Connecticut that 
medically screen children who enter the CT DCF foster care system. 

Rev. Dr. Malcolm Himschoot 
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Homilist – Trans-Nonbinary Experience Plenary 

Malcolm Himschoot is the author of Reading Secrets: A Queer 
Inheritance of Life and Scripture. He serves as co-pastor of the Church of 
Universal Fellowship in Orono, Maine, and also directs the Maine School 
of Ministry as Dean. In 2004 he was featured in the UCC documentary 
"Call Me Malcolm" and was the Interim Open and Affirming Coordinator 
for the UCC Coalition of LGBT Concerns in 2007. He is a trans man, a 
parent, and a poet. 

 

Rev. Amy Johnson 
Workshop – Ethical Non-Monogamy and the Church: From Stigma to 
Resources 

Rev. Amy Johnson serves as Minister for Sexuality Education and Justice 
in the national setting of the United Church of Christ. She is a trainer for 
all levels of Our Whole Lives sexuality education nationwide and 
internationally. Amy is passionate about helping faith communities 
provide high-quality, comprehensive and inclusive sexuality education as 
a part of being and becoming healthier places to belong.  She says, “My 
call is about dismantling shame and stigma about bodies and 
relationships. That work belongs in the church. It is life-changing, life-
saving, and transformational.” 

Rev. Dr. Phiwa Langeni 
Workshop: Intentional Conversations for the ONA Journey 

The Rev. Dr. Phiwa Langeni (they/he) is a pastor, storyteller, and justice-
minded strategist who serves as the Associate Conference Minister for 
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Equipping Leaders in the Southern California Nevada Conference of the 
UCC. Originally from South Africa, Phiwa is passionate about helping 
people understand that different doesn’t have to be dangerous. Their 
ministry spans rural, suburban, and progressive contexts, including 
church plants and nonprofit hybrids. A lifelong tech nerd, Phiwa brings 
curiosity, warmth, and a deep commitment to community 
transformation. Phiwa has accompanied various congregations through 
ONA processes marked by courage, creativity, and care. 

Rev. Dr. Velda Love 
Workshop: Nobody’s Free until Everybody’s Free: Going Deeper with our 
Movement Stories and Getting Real about Intersections, Coalitions, and 
Solidarities toward Collective Liberation 

Rev. Dr. Velda Love’s racial justice work includes developing anti-racism 
curricula, training clergy, denominational leaders and laypersons. Her 
work centers on Restorative Justice, addressing historical and 
contemporary injustice resulting in systemic, structural, and individual 
racism impacting local communities, and national and global policies and 
practices. She serves with UCC National Ministries as the Minister for 
Racial Justice and Lead of the Join the Movement toward Racial Justice 
initiative. 

Jennifer C. Martin 
Workshop – Supporting Families & Polyamory Workshop; co-presenter in 
both 

Jennifer C. Martin is a writer and editor living in Richmond, Virginia, with 
her two partners and her two children. She is a member of St. John’s 
United Church of Christ and speaks and writes about polyamory from a 
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Christian perspective. Jennifer also runs a popular Substack entitled 
Dirtbag Christian. 

Yadi Martínez-Reyna 
Workshop - The Trans-Nonbinary Toolkit: Embracing our Trans Siblings 
and Their Spiritual Journeys 

The Rev. Yadi Martínez-Reyna  (M.Div.) is a bilingual Latinx gender non-
binary artist, a borderlander, and founder of Color Splash Out, a non-
profit organization dedicated to creating safe and brave spaces for 
LGBTQ+ Youth and their ally friends. Rev. Yadi serves as a Pastor at First 
UCC in 2nd Life, United Church of Christ.  They have a Masters in Divinity 
(M.Div.) from Brite Divinity School and is certified in the Art of Spiritual 
Direction and a member of SDI (Spiritual Directors International). 

Rev. Roberto Ochoa 
Workshop: ONA in rural settings 

Rev. Roberto Ochoa serves as the Conference Minister for the Iowa, 
Nebraska, South Dakota Conferences (Tri Conference Ministries) of the 
United Church of Christ.  Prior to his calling as CM, Roberto served as the 
Minister for Ethnic Inclusion and Congregational Support for Rural and 
Small Town Churches in the National Ministries of the UCC in Cleveland, 
OH. Roberto specializes in the vitality and needs of the ethnic-identified 
and congregations of Color, rural and small-town churches and small 
membership congregations. Roberto is the chair for the Rural Church 
Network (RCN) US/Canada and serves on the board for the International 
Rural Church Association (IRCA). Roberto earned his Master of Divinity 
from Andover Newton Theological School with certificates in Pastoral 
Care and Social Justice. Roberto is originally from East Los Angeles, CA 
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and is a US Air Force veteran. 

Rev. Edwin Perez 
Moderator – Lived Experience Panel 
Afternoon Prayer Leader 

The Rev. Edwin Pérez Jr., MDiv is an ordained minister who began his 
formation in Pentecostal traditions and now serves in the United Church 
of Christ (UCC) and the American Baptist Churches USA. Edwin is an 
activist, advocate, consultant and coach to individuals as well as 
communities. He is dedicated to working with the Latine diaspora, 
migrant justice, LGBTQ liberation, and anti-racism. Edwin served as a key 
figure in the formation of the Southern New England Conference UCC. 
He served as the first President & Moderator of the Colectivo UCC Latinx 
Ministries. He holds standing in The Fellowship of Affirming Ministries 
and presides as General Pastor of Manantial de Gracia (Spring of Grace), 
mentoring leaders, overseeing campuses and ministers in Connecticut 
and Puerto Rico. Edwin is a graduate of Andover Newton Seminary, Yale 
University and is currently completing his doctoral studies at Boston 
University. 

Rev. Rhina M Ramos 
Workshop - The Trans-Nonbinary Toolkit: Embracing our Trans Siblings 
and Their Spiritual Journeys 

Rev. Rhina Ramos is an ordained United Church of Christ minister leading 
Ministerio Latino, a Spanish-speaking open and affirming congregation 
for LGTBQI Latinx immigrants founded as her call in 2011. Rhina was born 
in El Salvador and emigrated to the United States at age 14 in 1983. As 
an immigrant undocumented during the first 3 years in the United States, 
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Rhina knows first hand the fear and pain of belonging to an invisible 
community. She graduated from Hofstra University Law School in 1995 
and was a labor attorney for five years recouping thousands of dollars in 
unpaid wages for immigrant workers. In 2003, she obtained a Masters in 
Divinity from the Pacific School of Religion in Berkeley, CA. Pastor Rhina 
has worked in the nonprofit sector for over 25 years as an activist, 
community organizer and manager. In November 2024, she published 
her first book In my heart, a volcano in Spanish about her family, with 
memories of growing up in El Salvador during the 80’s and her journey 
north as an undocumented immigrant. For information about the book 
visit: En mi Corazón un Volcán. Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/
profile.php?id=61569476417629 

 

Rev. Dr. Lawrence T Richardson 
Panelist - Lived Experience Panel 

Rev. Dr. Lawrence T. Richardson serves as the Associate Conference 
Minister for Church Vitality and Transitions in the Michigan Conference 
UCC. A member of the United Church of Christ Board of Directors, 
Lawrence has a number of professional development trainings, degrees, 
and certifications including ChatGPT Prompt Engineering, Professional 
Leadership Coach, Master Life Coach, Executive Certificate for Religious 
Fundraising training, Our Whole Lives Sexuality and Faith Curriculum 
Instruction Certificate, and Master in Digital Marketing. Lawrence loves 
reading, different cuisines, traveling, spending time with loved ones, and 
empowering people to live an embodied faith. You can find more at 
www.LTRichardson.com. 

https://www.facebook.com/profile.php?id=61569476417629
https://www.facebook.com/profile.php?id=61569476417629


48 

 

Rev. Dr. Justin Sabia-Tanis 
Bible Study Leader 

Rev. Dr. Justin Sabia-Tanis is associate professor and director of the Social 
Transformation program at United Theological Seminary of the Twin 
Cities. Over his career, he has served as a pastor, non-profit leader, 
political advocate, and scholar. He earned his PhD from the Graduate 
Theological Union in addition to a Master of Divinity degree at Harvard 
Divinity School and a Doctor of Ministry from San Francisco Theological 
Seminary. An openly trans and gay man, Justin is the author of 
Transgender: Ministry, Theology, and Communities of Faith as well as 
multiple chapters on queer and trans theology, art, and ethics.  

mx ivy d tillman 
Panelist - Lived Experience Panel 

ivy tillman (ze/zir/zirs) retired to Madison, AL in 2020. ze is currently a 
member of United Church of Huntsville, and has been a UCC ONA 
Coalition Consultant/Coach since 2006, a certified OWL facilitator (K-12) 
beginning in 2005, a social justice (IGD and TARASC workplace and 
church) facilitator since 2010, and SC2ER facilitator since 2024. ze loves 
this church and wants to always fully participate in its life and work, 
especially in helping everyone enjoy that experience. So glad to be in the 
number. 
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Rev. Dr. Rebecca Voelkel 
Workshop – Sacred Reckonings: How a Reparations Framework Can 
Empower Our Queer Resistance 

Rev. Dr. Rebecca Voelkel is Pastor for Justice Ministries and Director of 
the Center for Sustainable Justice at Lyndale UCC. She is co-author of 
Sacred Reckonings: White Settler-Colonizer Churches Doing the Work of 
Reparations. She teaches as an Adjunct at United Theological Seminary 
of the Twin Cities. She and her partner, Maggie are proud parents of 
Shannon. She is a lifelong supporter of The Coalition and is thrilled to be 
at National Gathering. 

Mx R Ward 
Panelist - Lived Experience Panel 

R (they/them) is a queer, trans, non-binary human who cares deeply 
about transformative justice. R is an activist, pastor, and scholar devoted 
to the wholeness of queer bodies and thus all bodies. They consider 
themselves a Queer Practical Theologian and find their call currently 
woven to soil tending alongside the wider church. R has founded several 
movements, embodying intergenerational advocacy for queer bodies 
and liberation for all. They serve as the Minister of Gender & Sexuality 
Justice for the United Church of Christ National setting, as well as chair 
for the National setting’s Womxn’s Working Table. 
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PLANNING TEAM 

Rev. (Elder) Carmarion D. Anderson-Harvey 
Ordained Minister (The Fellowship of Affirming Ministries), public 
educator, and fierce advocate for justice and inclusion (see presenter bio) 

Rev. Todd Atkins-Whitley 
Pastor – Danville Congregational Church UCC, Danville, CA 

Kentavis Goodwin-Brice, M.S. 
ONA Coalition Leadership Team, Hartford, CT (see presenter bio) 

Rev. Yunus L. Coldman 
Reiki Master and CEO of Soulful Touch Services (see presenter bio),  

Rev. Shannon Garrett Doege 
Sr. Pastor - Smithfield UCC, Pittsburgh, PA 

Chaplain Dahron Anneliese Johnson 
Chaplain/Licensed Minister – Southeast Conference UCC, Nashville, TN 

The Honorable Jeanette Mott ("J-MO") Oxford 
Council Member – Epiphany UCC, St. Louis, MO 

Rev. Joslin L. Kearse 
ONA Coalition Leadership Team, Catonsville, MD 
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Jennifer C. Martin 
Writer and Editor, Henrico, VA (see presenter bio) 

Rev. Rhina M. Ramos 
Pastor and Associate Conference Minister, Oakland, CA (see presenter 
bio) 

 

Coordinator: 
Rev. Mike Schuenemeyer 
CEO/Founder, Expansive Dignity, LLC and Social Justice Minister—
Northwest Community Church UCC, Las Vegas, NV 
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LEADERSHIP TEAM 

Rev. Kevin E. Tindell (He/Him) - President 
Pastor – Community Engagement, Gather Church, Chicago, IL 

An ordained minister with The Fellowship of Affirming 
Ministries, Kevin counsels and coaches many who struggle with 
their identity, especially with regard to their spirituality and 
sexuality. He has served on the UCC’s Chicago Metropolitan 
Association Council and Congregational Life Committee. He is 
the proud father of three sons: Carter, Christian and Camran. 

 

The Reverend Dr. Greg Gray (he/him/his)  
A pastor, scholar, and advocate for inclusive worship. 

The Reverend Dr. Greg Gray is originally from Monroe, GA, 
where he grew up in the church. He graduated from the 
University of Georgia in 2008 with an AB in Speech 
Communication and in 2011 with an AB in Music (Voice), and 
graduated with a Master of Divinity at Candler School of 
Theology in May 2014. He completed a Master of Sacred 
Theology at Boston University School of Theology in May 2015, 
and a Doctor of Ministry also from Boston University School of 
Theology in May 2018 focusing on the worship practices of the 
church and how we can make them inclusive of all people 
through our diverse expressions of liturgy and music.  
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Kentavis Goodwin-Brice, M.S. (he/him)  
Program Administrator, Social Work Professional, Black 
Sociologist, Adjunct Professor. 

Kentavis is a seasoned social services professional with over 14 
years of public service experience. Originally from Louisiana, 
he relocated to Connecticut from Nebraska in 2020. He earned 
a B.S. in Sociology and a minor in Public Administration, as well 
as an M.S. in Interdisciplinary Studies focusing on sociology 
and organizational leadership. Passionate about “sociology in 
action,” Kentavis explores race, gender, and leadership within 
social service systems. He teaches social welfare at Wayne 
State College and works full-time as the MDE Contract 
Manager and Program Coordinator at the Connecticut 
Department of Children and Families. Kentavis also serves his 
community as Co-Chair of Hartford Stage’s Young Professionals 
Board, Cultural/Social Chair with the Urban League of Greater 
Hartford, and as a Trustee at Faith Congregational Church. 

 

Rev. Lesley Jones (she/her) 
Founder & Senior Pastor, Truth & Destiny Fellowship UCC 

The Rev. Lesley E. Jones is the founder and senior pastor of 
Truth & Destiny Fellowship United Church of Christ in 
Cincinnati, OH. Born in New Bern, NC , to teenage parents, she 
spent her early years being raised by grandparents who taught 
her early about “unconditional love” and “uncompromising 
faith.” She is a 1990 graduate of Miami University (OH) with a 
B.S. in Social Science Education. She also holds certificates in 
ministry, pastoral counseling and organizational leadership. 
Among many other leadership roles, she has served as the 
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executive director for both the Cincinnati Human Relations 
Commission and Equality Cincinnati. Pastor Jones has 
ministerial standing both in The Fellowship of Affirming 
Ministries and the United Church of Christ. 

 

Rev. Yunus Coldman (he/him/his) 
Co-Facilitator & Northeast Regional Coordinator, TransSaints | 
Associate Pastor, Rivers of Living Water NY UCC 

Ordained in 2011 by The New Seminary of Interfaith Studies, 
Yunus holds ministerial standing with The Fellowship of 
Affirming Ministries (TFAM) and a Master’s in Interfaith 
Theology. A visible advocate for the Transgender community 
since 2013, he serves as Co-Facilitator and Northeast Regional 
Coordinator of TFAM’s TransSaints, and as Associate Pastor at 
Rivers of Living Water NY UCC. He is also an Honorary Board 
Member of Harlem Pride, Inc. Reverend Yunus has offered 
chaplaincy at Rikers Island, served on NYC’s Unity Project Faith 
Network, and contributed to numerous faith-based LGBTQ+ 
advocacy groups. A sought-after speaker and facilitator, he has 
received multiple awards and currently leads Soulful Touch 
Services. He is also a Reiki Master Teacher and licensed 
wedding officiant, dedicated to spiritual care and inclusive 
ministry. 
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Rev. Terry Parish (he/him/his) 
Officer, Board of Directors, Western NC Association | Interim 
Minister of Music, Peace UCC | Facilitator, Community of 
Practice for Bi-Vocational Pastors 

Rev. Terry Parrish is an eastern North Carolina native (which 
means he knows that barbecue is pulled or chopped and 
served with a vinegar-based sauce, like God intended) living in 
Kannapolis NC. 

He earned his BA in Business Administration from Queens 
University in Charlotte in 2001, a Master of Divinity from Wake 
Forest University School of Divinity in 2013, and a Master of 
Arts in Religious Studies with a concentration in Pastoral 
Leadership from Grand Canyon University in 2014. 

He has also served as Pastor of Hebron United Church of Christ 
in Midway, NC, from August of 2017 until the church closed in 
November 2022. 

Terry currently serves as an officer on the Board of Directors of 
the Western NC Association, the Interim Minister of Music for 
Peace UCC in Hickory, NC, and is the facilitator for a 
Community of Practice for Bi-Vocational pastors. 

 

 

Rev. Joslin Love Kearse (she/they) 
Intentional Interim Pastor at Immanuel UCC, Catonsville, MD. | 
U.S. Army Veteran | Consultant for Diversity, Equity, Inclusion, 
and Belonging & Cultural Competency 

A York, PA native, Rev. Kearse’s career has focused on 
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community advocacy and education that has also spanned 
several years in economic development for urban centers. Rev. 
Kearse was ordained in the UCC on June 1, 2024, becoming the 
first Black person to be authorized into ministry within the York 
Association through the MID process. Prior to ordination in the 
UCC, Rev. Kearse was ordained within The Fellowship of 
Affirming Ministries in July of 2023. Having earned an MBA 
from Eastern University in St. Davids, PA, a MDiv, MA in Social 
Transformation and a Certificate in Spirituality and Social 
change from Pacific School of Religion in Berkeley, CA, Joslin 
has spent recent years consulting with churches, universities 
and nonprofits from California to Macedonia and across the 
United States around growth initiatives based in diversity, 
equity, inclusion, belonging and cultural competency.  

 

 

The Rev. Craig Hoffman (he/him) – Treasurer 
Program Assistant for Global H.O.P.E. Team – UCC National 
Ministries 

The Rev. Craig Hoffman serves as the Coalition’s treasurer. He 
is a life-long member of the United Church of Christ. Born and 
reared in rural Pennsylvania, he earned a B.S. in Biology from 
Juniata College, a Master of Divinity degree from Andover 
Newton Theological School and a masters in Non-Profit 
Management from New York University. Ordained in 1993 to 
serve persons living with HIV/AIDS in the South Bronx and later 
in Greenwich Village in NYC, his ministry expanded to 
administration, serving the National Setting of the UCC on the 
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Financial Development Team for 14 years and currently as the 
Program Assistant on the Global H.O.P.E. Team. He and his 
husband, Allen, reside in Cleveland, OH. (They personally 
embody the ecumenical partnership of the UCC and Disciples 
of Christ since 1989.) Craig has a long history with the 
Coalition, having attended his first National Gathering in 1988 
while a seminarian. In his spare time, he enjoys watching 
documentary films, serving as a Cleveland Tree Steward, 
genealogy research and visiting cemeteries, and campaigning 
for progressive political candidates who are advocates for the 
environment and equal rights. 
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The Rev. Derek Terry (he/him) – Acting Executive Director 

Rev. Derek Terry (he/him) serves as the Acting Executive Direc-
tor of the Open and Affirming Coalition and as Part-time Pastor 
of St. Peter’s United Church of Christ in Cincinnati, Ohio—an 
Open and Affirming congregation. A passionate and dynamic 
leader, Rev. Derek is known nationally as a pastor, artist, speak-
er, writer, and activist committed to justice and inclusion. With 
a background that bridges ministry, advocacy, and creative ex-
pression, Rev. Derek brings a powerful voice to conversations 
on civil rights, racial and social justice, LGBTQ+ inclusion, in-
come inequality, body positivity, and courageous living. He has 
served the Coalition for the past two years as Program Director, 
playing a key role in developing resources, supporting congre-
gations, and strengthening the movement for LGBTQ+ inclusion 
in the United Church of Christ. In addition to his work with the 
Coalition and his local church, Rev. Derek is a fashion and art 
enthusiast, creative, and bold advocate for marginalized com-
munities. He preaches and teaches in diverse communities, 
calling people to deeper compassion, creative resistance, and a 
more inclusive vision of church. 

 

 

ONA COALITION STAFF 
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Ann M. Randall, CPA – Coalition Administrator 

Ann has an accounting and financial-management practice in 
South Euclid, Ohio, working primarily with non-profits and 
small businesses. She has worked in the non-profit sector for 
30 years. Some of her proudest achievements include facili-
tating racial diversity and parent involvement in her children’s 
elementary school. She served as the Christian educator in a 
Presbyterian More Light Church for many years. 

 
Rev. Ellen Huffman—Administrative Clerk 

Ellen Huffman (she/her) is an ordained Disciples of Christ min-
ister from Northeast Ohio. She has an M.Div. from Christian 
Theological Seminary in Indianapolis and an M.A. in Tibetan 
Buddhism and Sanskrit from Naropa University in Boulder, Col-
orado. Ellen has a background in non-profit work and commu-
nity organizing, with an emphasis on accompaniment work in 
the Global South. In addition to serving five hours a week as 
the Administrative Clerk for the ONA Coalition, she is the Ad-
ministrative Assistant for the LGBTQ Religious Archives Net-
work.  

https://lgbtqreligiousarchives.org/
https://lgbtqreligiousarchives.org/
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